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The number five book on the NY Times Best Seller list is entitled “The God Delusion”.

This book is written by Richard Dawkins, one of the world’s leading atheists, and a professor of molecular biology at Cambridge University in England.

The book attempts to make an argument against the existence of God, against the existence of an almighty.  

I will not get into the specific details of the book here today, for the book is rather trivial and silly.  I did however want to talk about one specific issue that Dawkins brings up.  

MENSA meta-study:

43 studies since 1927 looking at the link between education and religious belief.

All but 4 of these studies found an inverse correlation b/w religious belief and level of education.

Direct Quote from Dawkins’ Book:  

“The higher one’s intelligence or education level, the less one is likely to be religious or hold “beliefs” of any kind.”

Is this true?  Does education make you less religious?  Specifically does seeking knowledge lead to an increased disbelief in Allah?

This is not a trivial point.  Rather, this is a matter that needs to be seriously considered, for as the Quran tells us:
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Surah al Fatir:  Ayah 28. And so amongst men and crawling creatures and cattle, are they of various colours. Those truly fear Allah, among His Servants, who have knowledge: for Allah is Exalted in Might, Oft-Forgiving.
The hadiths of the Prophet encourage seeking knowledge:
طلب العلم فریضة علی کل مسلم
The seeking of knowledge is a religious duty [mandatory] on every Muslim

اطلب العلم من المهد الی اللحد
Seek knowledge from the cradle to the grave
اطلب العلم ولو بالصین
Seek knowledge even be it in China

"There are three kinds of people. The scholars, the seekers of knowledge and all the others are a waste of humanity."'  
-Imam Jaafar al Saadiq
In all, the total number of verses in which 'ilm or its derivatives and associated words are used is 704.
Again I ask you my dear brothers and sisters, is knowledge/intelligence mutually exclusive of religious belief?  Can one be religious and rational at the same time?  In today’s talk, I plan to address these questions.  Specifically, I plan to discuss the Islamic concept of ILM and its application to our daily lives as students, as professionals, as workers, but most importantly as Muslims in America.  In the first part of the khutba, I plan to talk about the concept of ILM, Insha’Allah.  While in the second khutba, I plan to talk about our responsibilities and our duties as Muslims in pursuit of ILM.  

First, what does ILM mean?  
The term “ILM” has traditionally been translated as meaning “Knowledge”.  This is wrong.  “ILM” is actually an all-encompassing term.  

According to an authentic hadith, which has been related by all of the credible sources:
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"The Messenger of Allah, may God's benedictions be upon him and his family, once entered the mosque where there were a group of people surrounding a man. 'Who is that?', inquired the Prophet (S). He was told, 'He is an 'allamah', (i.e. a very learned man). 'What is an 'allamah?' asked the Prophet (S). They told him, 'He is the most learned of men regarding Arab genealogies, past episodes, the days of the Jahiliyyah and Arabic poetry'. The Prophet (S) said, 'That is a knowledge whose ignorance does not harm one nor is its possession of any benefit to one'. Then the Prophet declared:  'Verily knowledge consists of these three: the firm sign, the just duty and the established sunnah. All else is superfluous.' "

1) `firm sign' (ayatun muhkamah) implies the rational sciences (i.e.  biology, chemistry, physics, business, economics, etc.) and the true doctrines and divine teachings.  The Qur’an is filled with references to the signs of Allah (s.w.t.).  Take a look at surah Rum for example:  

إِنَّ فِي ذَلِكَ لَآيَاتٍ لِّقَوْمٍ يَتَفَكَّرُونَ
إِنَّ فِي ذَلِكَ لَآيَاتٍ لِّلْعَالِمِينَ
إِنَّ فِي ذَلِكَ لَآيَاتٍ لِّقَوْمٍ يَسْمَعُونَ
إِنَّ فِي ذَلِكَ لَآيَاتٍ لِّقَوْمٍ يَعْقِلُونَ
In fact, according to Dr. Muhammad Aijazul Khatib of Damascus University, “in contrast to 250 verses which are legislative, some 750 verses of the Holy Qur’an - almost one-eight of it - exhort the believers to study Nature to reflect, to make the best use of reason and to make the scientific enterprise an integral part of Community's life.”

2)  `Just duty' (faridatun 'adilah) implies the science of ethics and self-purification.
3) `Established sunnah' (sunnatun qa'imah) refers to the science of the exoteric aspect and the bodily conduct (i.e. involving some kind of physical activity).  This third category consists of non-debatable issues.  Matters such as Salah, Sawm, Zakah, Hajj, and other acts of worship.
Two examples of Sunnah and their benefit(  

1)  Circumcision

HIV transmission:  STEP vaccine trial vs. Circumcision 

Millions of dollars invested in the global STEP HIV vaccine trial.  Made people sicker, did not protect them!

See STEP vaccine trial information on NIH website:  

http://www.nlm.nih.gov/databases/alerts/hiv_step_study.html
Circumcision, an established sunnah of the Prophet, is often mocked as being illogical.  Recent studies attest to the tremendous health benefits of circumcision with respect to preventing HIV infections.  World Health Organization and United Nations stated that male circumcision is an effective intervention for HIV prevention, but also noted that male circumcision only provides partial protection and should not replace other interventions to prevent the heterosexual transmission of HIV.  Sometimes we do not understand the reasoning behind the sunnah but as we see with the example of circumcision, following the sunnah will always benefit us!  
http://www.mrw.interscience.wiley.com/cochrane/clsysrev/articles/CD003362/frame.html
http://www.who.int/hiv/mediacentre/news68/en/index.html
http://www.who.int/hiv/mediacentre/MCrecommendations_en.pdf
Notice that “ILM”, as defined by the Prophet, is a balance of ALL 3 things.  It is a tragedy to see a sizable number of Muslims falling prey to the notion that ILM is only associated with knowledge of the sunnah.  That science, nature, ethics and philosophy are insignificant to the proper development of IMAN.  That we should be studying the sunnah only at the expense of the other avenues of ILM.  This approach has no bearing to modern society and does a tremendous disservice to the concept of ILM as defined by the Prophet Muhammad (PBUH).    

On the other hand, studying the rational sciences (i.e. the firm signs “the ayatun muhkhamah”) only at the expense of the sunnah and the faridha produces a materialist ethos.  Take a look at the system of higher education in the west.  Where knowledge is considered a commodity to be purchased and sold.  Where ethics and morality take a back seat to the almighty dollar.  This approach has produced dire results.  It leads to the atomization of knowledge, and takes the moral and spiritual obligations associated with knowledge out of the picture.  Scholarship becomes an end to material wellbeing rather than a means for the betterment of one’s self and one’s community.  According to the most recent statistical abstracts of the United States government, for example:  

In 1970, 79 percent of college freshmen said their goal was developing a meaningful philosophy of life.  By 2005, 75 percent of college freshmen said their primary objective was to be financially very well off.

While according to the most recent report by the government’s Office of Research Integrity, based on a nationwide survey of over 5,000 graduate students across all areas of academia from business to medicine to science, over 50% of graduate students have admitted to committing acts of cheating and/or academic dishonesty at least once during the past year.

ILM is a holistic concept.  It addresses the basic fact that man is confronted with three worlds, stations and phases of life: 

1) first, the world of the Hereafter, which is the hidden world (`alam-e ghayb) of spirituality and the intellect; 

2) second, the phase of Barzakh, which is the world of khayal lying between the other two worlds; 
3) third, the phase of this world, the domain of mulk (corporeality) and the world of appearance ('alam-e shahadat). 
Each of these phases has its own special perfection and training and requires action appropriate to it. The prophets, upon whom be peace, have been encharged to instruct the people concerning those actions. Hence all beneficial sciences are divisible into these three 'ulum (sciences): the `ilm (science) that relates to the excellences (kamalat) of the intellect and spiritual duties, the science that relates to the acts of the heart and its duties, and the science that relates to bodily acts and the duties of the self's outward life.  

Mario Beauregard

“Center for Spirituality and the Mind”

Andy Newberg at U. Penn Medical School

“Work suggests that there may be a state of Absolute Unitary Being (AUB) that lacks awareness of space and time.”
“In simplest terms, the brain seems to have the built in ability to transcend the perception of an individual self.”  
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Knowledge is not extensive learning. Rather, it is a light that God casts in the heart of whomever He wills. 
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...And fear God, and God shall teach you..., (2:282)
Seeking true ILM is a difficult pursuit.  It takes the totality of one’s being and directs it towards one goal, pleasing Allah.  
Returning to the initial question posed with regard to Dawkins, does intelligence lead to an increased disbelief in Allah (s.w.t.)?  Are scholars and educated people less likely to believe in God as their knowledge increases?  
Ultimately it depends on the intentions of the one pursuing knowledge.  Let us ask Allah (s.w.t.) to guide us on the right path and to always be seeking knowledge for the sake of understanding and intellect and not for the sake of domination, deceit, ignorance and dispute.  

I want to close this second khutba with a saying of Imam Jaa’far al Sadiq, whom many consider the ideal example of a Muslim scholar.  It was Imam Jaa’far al Sadiq that founded one of the first Muslim schools in the holy city of Madinah.  Imam al Sadiq was well versed in both the Islamic, and natural sciences and the studies of ethics.  Among his many students are Jabir ibn Hayan (Geber), Imam Abu Hanifa, Imam Malik ibn Anas, and Muhammad ibn Ishaq.  

Imam Ja’afar al Saadiq

Men of knowledge are ruined by eight things: 

1) Greed  

2) Showing off 

3) Partisanship, 

4) Love of praise, 

5) Delving into things whose reality they cannot reach, 

6) Taking excessive pains to beautify their speech with superfluous expressions, 

7) Lack of modesty before Allah

8) Not acting upon what they know.

Imam Jaa’far al Sadiq has said that :

“The perfection of intellect is in three (things): humbleness for God, good certainty, and silence except for good.”

Let us ask Allah (s.w.t.) to perfect our intellect and to increase our taqwa and ILM for the sake and benefit of the Muslim Ummah and the propagation of Islam.







