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Surah 9:  Ayah 71. The Believers, men and women, are protectors one of another: they enjoin what is just, and forbid what is evil: they observe regular prayers, practise regular charity, and obey Allah and His Messenger. On them will Allah pour His mercy: for Allah is Exalted in power, Wise. 

Above verse is one of many in the Holy Qur’an that addresses gender relations.  As can be seen from this verse, according to Islam, men and women are equal partners in building the moral fabric of society and must fully cooperate by supporting and aiding each other.  They are equally obligated to carry out the injunctions of divine justice on earth.

When we look at the development of early Islam, we see many instances where both the believing men and the believing women interact with each other for the sake of Allah and for the sake of bettering their society.  Let us examine the role of women in two of the most important events of early Islam.
Event # 1:

Single most important event in early Islam (the Hijrah from Mecca to Medina).
This event tested the will of believers to quit their past bonds, to apply the faith in their hearts to the building of a way of life/social order.

Men and women undertook this ultimate sacrifice for the sake of Allah (s.w.t) and for the sake of creating a more just society in Madina.  

Example (Um Kulthum bint ‘Uqbah)

She was an early convert to Islam.  She came from a family that was known for non-belief and enmity to the Prophet.

Um Kulthum went on the Hijrah alone.  

Her brothers (Walid and ‘Umarah) tracked her until they reached Madina and demanded that she be handed over to them.  

Um Kulthum asked the Prophet to allow her to stay in Madina.  The following verse (Surah 60: Ayah 10) was revealed to the Prophet on this occassion:
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10. O ye who believe! When there come to you believing women refugees, examine (and test) them: Allah knows best as to their Faith: if ye ascertain that they are Believers, then send them not back to the Non-believers. They are not lawful for the Non-believers, nor are the (Non-believers) lawful for them. But pay the Non-believers what they have spent (on their dower), and there will be no blame on you if ye marry them on payment of their dower to them. But hold not to the guardianship of Non-believing women: ask for what ye have spent on their dowers, and let the (Non-believers) ask for what they have spent (on the dowers of women who come over to you). Such is the command of Allah. He judges (with justice) between you. And Allah is Full of Knowledge and Wisdom.
Based on this verse, the Prophet refused to release Um Kulthum to her brothers.  Women were granted autonomy to act on their own, without the consent of their husbands/families, if it was for the sake of Allah (s.w.t) and betterment of society.  Believing women like Um Kulthum and the daughter of Abu Jahal took a tremendous risk by migrating with the Prophet.  Yet, these actions are the ultimate manifestation of Surah 9:  Ayah 71 where believing men and women are identified as being partners for the sake of pursuing Justice.
Event #2
Pledge of the Tree بيعة الرضوان,           بيعة الشجرة,
Prophet and nearly 1400 companions (men and women) planned to go to Mecca to perform the Hajj.

They were stopped by the non-believers along the way.  The non-believers would not let the Muslims enter Mecca.  Prophet Muhammed (p.b.u.h.) sends Uthaman ibn Affan as an emissary to the people of Mecca to tell them that the Muslims have come for the sake of performing Hajj; that the Muslims do not seek War.  Uthman is delayed in his return from Mecca.  Muslims and the Prophet become anxious.  They prepare for war.  
On this occasion, the Muslims pledged their allegiance to the Prophet and affirmed their willingness to fight.  One by one, the Muslims pledged themselves to the Prophet.  

This included women!  Many women pledged their readiness to fight for the religion.  Two examples that have been identified by name are:
Rubayyi’ bint Mu’awwidh

Salma bint Qays ibn ‘Amr (Umm al-Mundhir)

The Prophet says:
فقال لهم رسول الله صلى الله عليه وسلم: «أنتم اليوم خير أهل الأرض
“You (the people who pledged yourselves) are the best of all the people of Earth.”
The following verse was revealed on this occasion:
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18. Allah’s Good Pleasure was on the Believers when they swore Fealty to thee under the Tree: He knew what was in their hearts, and He sent down Tranquillity to them; and He rewarded them with a speedy Victory.
I bring up these stories to demonstrate that women, from the very beginning, were vital to the success of Islam.  
They repeatedly took courageous steps that were important in the development of Islam.

Wiebke Walther (German Orientalist) has written in his book, Women in Islam, that:
“The 1st century of Islam was characterized by women who were bold and courageous.”  
Just to give you an idea of the courage of women in the battlefield, Sahih Bukhari has an entire chapter on the campaigns of women and their role in the battlefield.

Examples:
· Umm Ammara took part in the battles of Khaybar, Hunain, and Yamama.  On the day of Yammama she lost her hand and received twelve serious wounds of swords and spears.
· Umme Hakeem (Wife of Ikrimaa bint Abu Jahl) participated in the battle between Muslims and the Romans.  Killed at least seven enemies.
· Asma bint Yazid (participated in the battle of Uhud).  Also participated in the battle of Yarmuk against the Byzantines.  Killed 9 non believers.  
· Asma is also a major narrator of hadith.  Six major works list 81 hadiths by Asma.
With so many positive examples, why are Muslim women viewed as being oppressed?  
Survey after survey, Americans say that the number one reason they have a distrust of Islam is its treatment of Women.  Vast majorities of Americans have the impression that Islam oppresses women.  
This is a tremendous tragedy, because when we look at the history of Islam as we know it today, the religion developed and benefitted in large part from the contributions of Women.  
Particularly on an intellectual level, it is said that 1/3rd of Islamic knowledge was transmitted, interpreted, and shaped by women.
In no other religion have women played such an important role!
Just to give you an idea with regard to Islamic religious scholarship:

1) In the 6 major works of hadith, 132 women are recognized as relating a hadith.  Not a single scholar of hadith has ever refuted a single hadith by a woman.  Not a single woman has been identified as a fabricator; compared to the hundreds of men whose traditions and relations of hadith have been refuted.

2) Mohammad Akram Nadwi(  First study in English to systematically identify female scholars of Islam.  An 8 year study on Female hadith scholars.  Able to identify 8,000 female scholars since the time of the Prophet!  Overlooked hundreds more whose names have been lost.
From the beginning, the Prophet emphasized the role of Ilm (divine knowledge) and its pursuit by both Men and Women.  

Hadith (Bukhari) narrated by Umm ‘Atiyyah al-Ansariyyah:

"The messenger of Allah (s.w.t.)- Sallallahu alayhi wa ahlehee wa sallam- commanded us to bring them out on Id al -Fitr and Id al-adha-- adult girls, adolescents, and those kept seclueded ( huyyad dhawat al-khudur).  As for those in impurity (menses), they were to leave the prayer but attend the good and the supplication of the Muslims.  I said:  O Messenger of Allah (s.w.t.), if someon does not have jilbab?  He said:  Then her sister will lend her jilbab to her."  (Al-Bukhari, Hadith is Sahih)  can be found in "Bāb shuhūd al-hā'id al-idayn wa da'wat al muslimīn."
Women were bbligated to attend public assemblies where knowledge of the religion would be presented.  As for those in ritual impurity, they are to leave the prayer but attend the good and the supplication of the Muslims.  

No excuses for not attending assemblies were knowledge was being presented!!

Men and Women would attend the sessions of the Prophet in the Masjids and the other places.  They would all sit in the same area.  
Everything was open for questioning.  For personal matters, women were able to convince the Prophet to set aside a specific day for them.  General knowledge of the Divine Sciences and the religion was open to everyone!
Compare that situation to the situation of Muslims in America today.  According to CAIR, 75% of Masjid participants are men.  Where are the women?

It is not women’s fault.  According to the same survey by CAIR, the women’s sections at many masjids are inadequate.  They lack proper sound systems, lighting, and are usually a play ground for children.  When women lack the proper space, why should they go to the masjid or to other places where knowledge of religion is being taught?  They are getting the message that their presence is not welcome.  We need to aim for the same conditions that were around during the time of the Prophet, when both men and women could benefit together in an environment of modesty and mutual respect.

Second Khutbah, talk about two examples of fantastic female scholars and their contributions to Islam.

The oldest continuously operating institution of higher learning in the world is in Fez, Morocco.  According to the Guiness Book of World Records is the the University of Al-Karaouine or Al-Qarawiyyin (Fez Morocco).  It was founded in 859 (~1150 years old!!).
Notable Alumni of the University include:  

1) The cartographer Mohammed al-Idrisi.

2) Maimonedes

3) Leo Africanus

4) Abu Imran al Fasi

University was founded by a wealthy Muslima named Fatima al Fihri (Oum al Baneen).  She used the inheritance money that was given to her by her father to establish a masjid in Fez.  This masjid, under her supervision, expanded into the University that still stands today.  How often do we hear about this story in the media or in our discussions?  Oum al Baneen epitomizes the spirit of Surah 9:  Ayah 71.

Sayyida Nafisa (great, great grand daughter of the Prophet)
Great grand daughter of Imam Hasan

Wife of Ishaaq ibn Jaa’far al Saadiq

Born in Makkah and raised in Madina.  She memorized the Qur’an by age 5.  She is one of the greatest scholars in the history of Islam. 

She had great knowledge of theology.    Made over 30 pilgrimages to Makkah.  

Imam al Shaffi’I studied with her and benefited from her tremendous knowledge of Fiqh, Aqeeda, and hadith.  When he could not attend her sessions in Cairo, he would send one of his students to her classes to record the lesson for that day.

One of Imam Shaffi’I’s last requests was for Sayyida Nafisa to pray Janaaza over his body upon his death.  They brought Imam al Shaffi’I’s body to Sayyida Nafisa’s house where she prayed the Janaaza over his body.   
Thousands of people attended the classes of Sayyida Nafisa in Cairo.

They respected her and sought her help.  People complained to her about the Egyptian ruler of the time.  She took up the people’s cause, stood in the ruler’s path and handed him a note that accused him of tyranny and called on him to be fair and just.  

Sayyida Nafisa is a fantastic manifestation of Surah 9:  Ayah 71

In conclusion, there are many examples of men and women cooperating together for the sake of justice and the betterment of society.  Unfortunately, we as Muslims have lost this spirit of interaction between the sexes.  Islam took down walls and barriers enabling for the interaction of people for the sake of Justice and betterment of society.  Unfortunately, modern day Muslims have erected artificial barriers that hinder interactions.  This is one of the reasons that non-Muslims have a negative opinion of the role of women in Islam.  How can we expect non-Muslims to know the history and contributions of women in Islam if we as Muslims are ignorant of this history?  We need to implement the spirit of Surah 9:  Ayah 71 in our daily lives.  We need more Sayyida Nafisas and Oum al Baneens in these modern times.
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